James Madison to Tench Coxe, Jan. 20th, 1788

Dear Sir N. York Jany. 20. 1788.
I have received and forwarded your letter and pamphlet to Mr. King.(1) The latest information from Boston makes it probable that every aid to the federal cause will be wanted there. The antifederal party have found such reinforcements in the Insurgents, and the province of Maine which is afraid of creating obstacles to her separation, that there is the most serious reason to apprehend the friends of the Constitution will be outnumbered. The consequences of such an event elsewhere, are as obvious as they are melancholy. The Legislature at Poughkepsy is much divided on the point of submitting the Constitution to a Convention. The House of Assembly is in the affirmative, and is even supposed to be friendly to the merits. The Senate in its present State is opposed to a Convention. The arrival of the absent members may turn the scale in favor of one. On the merits that branch is certainly in the negative. The little piece by Philanthropos is well calculated to cherish the distrust of a favorable issue to a second Convention, and will be reprinted here. I do not know a better mode of serving the fedderal cause at this moment than to display the disagreement of those who make a common cause agst. the Constitution. It must produce the best affects on all who seriously wish a good general Government.(2) Your commands for the Editor of the paper under the title of Publicus shall be attended to.(3) 
I am Dear Sir with great respect 
r Obedt. hbl sert. 
Js. Madison Jr


Reprinted from Madison, Papers (Rutland), 17:525.
1 For Coxe's letter of January 16 enclosing federalist speeches from Thomas Lloyd's Debates of the Convention, of the State of Pennsylvania, on the Constitution, Proposed for the Government of the United States (Philadelphia, 1788), see Madison, Papers (Rutland), 10:375; and Evans, Am. Bibliography, no. 21,365.
2 Coxe's "little piece" under the pseudonym "Philanthropos," in which he pointed out the extent to which three non-signers of the Constitution---;Elbridge Gerry, George Mason, and Edmund Randolph---;differed from one another in their opposition to the Constitution, had been published in the Pennsylvania Gazette and Philadelphia Independent Gazetteer on January 16. Madison had it reprinted in the New York Morning Post of January 21 and the Daily Advertiser of January 23. See Doc. Hist. of Ratif., 15:391--;93.
3 Coxe had requested that a copy of "the letters of Publius," which were "to be printed by Subscription at New Yk," be sent to him.
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